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P e t P ro je c ts
Americans spent more than $43 billion on their pets last
year. And if you ask most pet ow ners, they’re w orth
every penny. 

A
fte r 2 0  y e a rs in  th e  e n te rp rise  

so ftw a re  in d u stry , Ta m i Z a m ra z il

d e c id e d  sh e  w a n te d  to  h a v e  a  fa m ily .

N o w  re tire d , sh e  sp e n d s h e r d a y s ta k in g  c a re

o f h e r h u sb a n d , h e r h o u se  a n d  h e r tw o  b a b ie s,

2 -y e a r-o ld  S h iv a  a n d  1 5 -m o n th -o ld  S tu a rt Little .

“I’m  a  m o m ,” Z a m ra z il sa y s. “I n o  lo n g e r

w o rk . I ju st ta k e  c a re  o f m y  little  g irl a n d  m y

little  b o y .”

B u t Z a m ra z il’s k id s a re n ’t c h ild re n . Th e y ’re

d o g s. S h iv a  is a  3 .5 -p o u n d  d iv a  w ith  a  b ig

p e rso n a lity  a n d  a  sh y  d e m e a n o r. S tu a rt Little ,

m e a n w h ile , is a  h a lf-p o u n d  la rg e r a n d  m o re

o u tg o in g . B o th  M a lte se , th e y  e n jo y  p le n ty  o f

a tte n tio n  fro m  th e ir a d o p tiv e  p a re n ts, w h o

re g u la rly  sh o p  fo r th e m  in  se a rc h  o f th e  b e st

g ro o m in g  b ru sh e s, sh a m p o o s a n d  th e  m o st

sty lish  p e t c a rrie rs. Z a m ra z il e v e n  p re p a re s a ll

th e ir m e a ls w ith  o rg a n ic  g ro c e rie s u sin g

re c ip e s fro m  D r. W. Je a n  D o d d s, th e ir h ig h -

p ro file  d o g g y  n u tritio n ist.

“M y  d o g s a re  v e ry  w e ll ta k e n  c a re  o f,”

Z a m ra z il sa y s. “I’v e  ta k e n  re sp o n sib ility  fo r

th e se  little  liv e s, so  I w a n t th e m  to  b e  c a re d

fo r, h e a lth y , h a p p y  a n d  c o m fo rta b le .”

T h e  P r o s p e r in g  P e t E c o n o m y

Z a m ra z il isn ’t a lo n e . In  fa c t, 6 3 %  o f U .S .

h o u se h o ld s in c lu d e  a  p e t, a c c o rd in g  to  th e

G re e n w ic h , C o n n .-b a se d  Am e ric a n  P e t

P ro d u c ts M a n u fa c tu re rs Asso c ia tio n  (AP P M A).

Th a t in c lu d e s 7 4 .8  m illio n  d o g s a n d  8 8 .3  m il-

lio n  c a ts, n o t to  m e n tio n  m illio n s o f b ird s,

fish , h o rse s, ro d e n ts, re p tile s a n d  ra b b its.

Lik e  Z a m ra z il, m a n y  p e t o w n e rs c o n sid e r

th e m se lv e s “p e t p a re n ts,” a c c o rd in g  to  AP P M A

P re sid e n t B o b  V e te re . Am o n g  th e m  a re  B a b y

B o o m e rs w ith  e m p ty  n e sts, a s w e ll a s y o u n g

p ro fe ssio n a ls w h o  a re  w a itin g  to  h a v e  c h il-

d re n , b u t w a n t c o m p a n io n sh ip  n o n e th e le ss.

“M o re  a n d  m o re , p e ts a re  b e c o m in g  fa m ily

m e m b e rs,” V e te re  sa y s. “O n c e  th e y  ta k e  o n
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h u m a n  q u a litie s, it’s n o  lo n g e r sa tisfy in g  to  re w a rd  th e m  in

p e t te rm s.”

A n d  th e re ’s n o  sh o rta g e  o f re w a rd s. A m e ric a n s w ill sp e n d

a n  e stim a te d  $ 4 3 .4  b illio n  o n  th e ir p e ts th is y e a r, a c c o rd in g  to

A P P M A  d a ta . Th a t’s n e a rly  d o u b le  th e  $ 2 3  b illio n  th e y  sp e n t

1 0  y e a rs a g o .

Y o u  n e e d  o n ly  v isit th e  A P P M A ’s a n n u a l G lo b a l P e t 

Ex p o  to  se e  w h y . Th is y e a r’s sh o w  in  Sa n  D ie g o  fe a tu re d

a b o u t 8 0 0  e x h ib ito rs se llin g  1 5  fo o tb a ll fie ld s’ w o rth  o f m e r-

c h a n d ise , e v e ry th in g  fro m  fa sh io n  a n d  fu rn itu re  to  to y s a n d

tre a ts. It e v e n  in c lu d e d  a  sp e c ia l “b o u tiq u e ” a re a  fe a tu rin g

h ig h -e n d  p ro d u c ts lik e  c u sto m  p e t je w e lry , c o u tu re  c lo th in g

a n d  sp a  p ro d u c ts.

“G u c c i h a s g o a t-h a ir stu ffe d  b e d s fo r y o u r d o g  a n d  C a rtie r

h a s $ 5 0 ,0 0 0  d o g  c o lla rs,” V e te re  p o in ts o u t. “A n y th in g  th e y

m a k e  fo r h u m a n s th e y  p ro b a b ly  m a k e  fo r p e ts, to o .”

Ev e n  h o te ls a re  w e lc o m in g  p e ts w ith  o p e n  a rm s. Ra ffle s

L ’Erm ita g e  in  B e v e rly  Hills, fo r in sta n c e , w e lc o m e s p e ts in

g u e sts’ ro o m s a n d  p ro v id e s d a ily  p e t w a lk in g  se rv ic e s, p e t

b e d s, b la n k e ts, to y s a n d  fo o d  b o w ls a n d  a  sp e c ia l p e t-frie n d ly

ro o m  se rv ic e  m e n u .

Still, th e  m a jo rity  o f sp e n d in g  is o n  b a sic s lik e  g ro o m in g ,

fo o d  a n d  h e a lth  c a re , w h ic h  “c h ild re n ” o f e v e ry  sp e c ie s n e e d

in  o rd e r to  liv e  h a p p y , h e a lth y  liv e s.

F it a n d  F u r r y

M e a l c h o ic e s fo r p e ts a re  in c re a sin g ly  d iv e rse , in c lu d in g  m o re

o rg a n ic  a n d  g o u rm e t in g re d ie n ts. Na tu ra l B a la n c e  Ea ta b le s fo r

D o g s, fo r in sta n c e , is a  b ra n d  c re a te d  b y  a c to r D ic k  V a n  P a tte n ,

w h o  c la im s th a t th e  fo o d  —  w h ic h  is m a d e  in  a  USD A  p la n t

a n d  so ld  in  fla v o rs lik e  Irish  Ste w  a n d  Ho b o  C h ili —  ta ste s ju st

lik e  h o m e -c o o k e d  m e a ls. Th e re  a re  e v e n  p e t b a k e rie s a c ro ss th e

Un ite d  Sta te s, su c h  a s K a n sa s C ity -b a se d  Th re e  D o g  B a k e ry , fo r

p e t o w n e rs w h o  w a n t to  g iv e  th e ir lo v e d  o n e s a  sp e c ia l sn a c k .

P e t c a re  isn ’t ju st a b o u t fo o d , th o u g h . It’s a b o u t fitn e ss, h e a lth

a n d  o v e ra ll w e lln e ss, to o , a c c o rd in g  to  D rs. Je ssic a  W a ld m a n

a n d  A m y  K ra m e r, c o -fo u n d e rs o f L o s A n g e le s-b a se d  C a lifo rn ia

A n im a l Re h a b ilita tio n , w h ic h  p ro v id e s re h a b ilita tio n  a n d  e x e rc ise

tra in in g  fo r in ju re d  a n d  o u t-o f-sh a p e  a n im a ls. F o r b e tw e e n

$ 1 ,5 0 0  a n d  $ 5 ,0 0 0 , th e y  e n ro ll p e ts in  a n  e ig h t-w e e k  p ro g ra m

th a t in c lu d e s p o p u la r se rv ic e s lik e  p e t P ila te s, h y d ro th e ra p y  a n d

a c u p u n c tu re , a ll d e sig n e d  to  im p ro v e  p e ts’ p h y sic a l h e a lth .
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“Th e  o w n e rs a re  p e o p le  w h o  g e t a c u p u n c tu re  o r m a ssa g e s

o r h a v e  p e rso n a l tra in e rs th a t ta k e  c a re  o f th e m ,” K ra m e r sa y s,

“a n d  th e y  w a n t th e  sa m e  fo r th e ir p e ts.”

G e ttin g  V e tte d

Ev e n  w ith  a n  e m p h a sis o n  q u a lity  fo o d , e x e rc ise  a n d  c a re ,

p e t o w n e rs’ to p  e x p e n d itu re  is a  v e te rin a ria n . Th e y ’ll sp e n d

a n  e stim a te d  $ 1 0 .9  b illio n  th is y e a r o n  v e t c a re  a lo n e , p lu s a n

a d d itio n a l $ 1 0 .3  b illio n  o n  o v e r-th e -c o u n te r d ru g s a n d  o th e r

m e d ic a l su p p lie s.

Ac c o rd in g  to  D e n n is D re n t, p re sid e n t a n d  C EO  o f Bre a ,

C a lif.-b a se d  V e te rin a ry  P e t In su ra n c e , it’s n o t u n u su a l to

re c e iv e  a  v e te rin a ry  c la im  o f b e tw e e n  $ 3 ,0 0 0  a n d  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0 .

U n d e rsc o rin g  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f p e t h e a lth , c o m p a n ie s lik e

D re n t’s o ffe r p e t in su ra n c e  p o lic ie s th a t c o v e r e v e ry th in g

fro m  a  d o g ’s b ro k e n  le g  to  a  h a m ste r’s sto m a c h  c a n c e r to  a

c a t’s re n a l fa ilu re  m e d ic a tio n , e v e n  a  p e t’s d e n ta l c a re .

“P e ts h a v e  g o n e  fro m  th e  b a c k y a rd  to  th e  b e d ro o m  to  th e

b e d ,” D re n t sa y s. “P e o p le  w a n t to  m a k e  su re  th e ir p e ts a re

a ro u n d  fo r a  lo n g  tim e .”

An d  Z a m ra z il c o u ld  n o t a g re e  m o re . F o r p e t p a re n ts lik e

h e r, e v e ry  p e n n y  sp e n t o n  th e ir lo v e d  o n e s —  fro m  g ro o m -

in g  to  v e te rin a ry  c a re  —  is a n  in v e stm e n t in  th e ir fa m ily ’s

h e a lth , h a rm o n y  a n d  o v e ra ll h a p p in e ss. “Th e  d o g s a re  m y

su rro g a te  c h ild re n ,” sh e  sa y s. “S o  I w a n t th e m  to  liv e  a  v e ry

h a p p y , v e ry  c o m fo rta b le  life .” n

B
ecause many pets are cherished family members, more

pet owners are wondering how to plan for their care in

the event of their death, according to Michael Markarian,

executive vice president of the Humane Society of the United

States. The answer, he suggests, is the creation of a pet trust.

Currently, 39 states and the District of Columbia have passed

laws that specifically recognize pet trusts. Residents everywhere,

however, can still leave money and instructions for their pet’s

care in a traditional trust.

Either way, Markarian insists, it’s important to have some kind

of plan in place. “If you don’t prepare in advance, you are

leaving your pet’s life to chance,” he says. “He or she may be

abandoned without care, sent to an animal shelter or euthanized.”

In order to create a pet trust, answer the following questions

with your estate planner:

1. Who will care for my pet? Ask a trusted friend or relative

to care for your pet. Choose someone who knows your pet —

including its dietary needs, medical history, behavioral problems

and playtime preferences — and has an existing bond with it.

“It’s a good idea to have a back-up person, as well, in case the

first caretaker’s circumstances change,” Markarian says.

2. H ow much money should I leave? Estimate your current

annual expenditures on food, veterinary visits, pet toys and other

care, then set aside at least that amount for every year that you

expect your pet to outlive you. Consider the animal’s age and life

expectancy, keeping in mind that dogs can live for more than 10

years and cats for more than 20. “It’s always a good idea to set

aside more than expected in case your pet lives longer, or in case

your pet develops medical problems later in life that require more

expensive veterinary treatment,” he says.

3. H ow will my pet be cared for? You can leave behind

more than money in your pet trust. You can leave instructions

for care, too, including requirements for the pet’s exercise and

diet. To make sure that your wishes are carried out, you might

want to designate a trustee to manage the trust, separate from

the pet’s caretaker.

4. What if my pet dies? If your pet passes away, you often can

designate a charity, such as a local animal shelter, to receive the

remainder of your trust if there are unused funds available.

5. Whom should I consult? Involve your attorney, accountant,

tax advisor and financial planner in the pet trust process, as all

trusts have legal and tax implications that pet owners should

consider. Involve family members, too, and be sensitive to their

questions and concerns.

For more information on including pets in your estate plan, contact

your relationship manager or visit humanesociety.org/petsinwills.

T r u s t-W o r th y  Pe ts  
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